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Victoria, B. C., Theaters

Avﬁtuwnmhmm:mwm—m:mmmﬂm
ed—Only One of Them a Five-Cent House—Ten-Cent Seats Found More

Popular Than Fifteen-Cent Seats.

By E. 8§, Thomas, Vancouver Correspondent of Moving Pleture World

Vlﬂﬂl‘tm. B. C.—The ecorreapondent of
the Moving Fleture World took a trip
te Victoria, B. O, recently, for the purs-
pose of cadlling on the exhibitors of that
eity. Tt was found that while business
is not all that could be desired, everyone
is optimistic regarding future business
There are some fine theaters in the city,
and very good programs are the rule. It
was noticed that where admisaslon prices
are 10 and 15 cents an unusually large
proportion of 10-gent tickets are sold.

L]
The Dominion.

The Dominlon theater, on Tates street,
was the firsi house visited. and the Lasky
fenture, "The Golden Chance” was the
altraction. J. M. Hobertson is the man-
ager of this theater, which has a seating
capacity of 900, and Is one of the leading
houses of the city, with the exclusive
franchise for Paramount subjects In Vie-
toria. Mr, Robertson called particular at-
tention to the lurge rest-room aver the
lobby, where patrons may sit until seats
are available In the auditorivm—an Inno-
vation that s typleal of the attentlon
glven to patroms at this house, Business
Is reported as good, and the theater would
probably have been more crowded when
visited had not the streeta outside been
lined with people walting for the passing
of a military parnde. In this connection
it is stated that the principal difficulty sax-
perienced by the management I8 In keep-
Ing a staff of ushers, twelve having en-
listad since the beginning of the war.

Through the efforts of Mr. Robartson
the Vietoria Dally Colonist has just com-
meneed to run a Sunday page of photo-
play publicity.

Musie at the Dominlon Ia supplled by a
pipe organ, played by Jehn Thill

The Royal Victoria.

The Reoyal Vietoria, next visited, Is a
really magnificent theater, bullt two years
Ao at a cost of §450,000, and seating
1.564. The houss s constructed without
stalrways, and inclilned runwaya reach
the balecony at two different levels. Man-
ager Clifford Denham conducted the World
man over the entire bullding, and onto
the enormous stage, underneath which is
installed an automatic heating and ven-
tilating plant, and a series of especially
fine dreseing rooms for the accommoda-
tion of the rend ahows which occeanionally
play the house. A large, clear pleturs Is
projected from the rear of the baloony,
with a throw of 140 feet to the screen.
Although salighlly away from the main
businesa section of the city. it Is not far
enocugh out te have this fact materially
affect the attendance, and Mr. Denham Is
expecting Increased patronage with the
Trinngle program, which s about to be
Insialled Im the Royal Victorin. This
house ja controlled by the Natlonal
Amusament Company, of which W. P.
Nichols is managing director.

The Variety.

The Varlety, on Government street, s
the principal Vietoria customer of the Unl-
versal, and has recently begun the show-
ing of Bluebird Photoplays, This housa,
which is owned by L. J. Quagliottl, was
recantly reopened after sxtensive altera-
tlons, and a §10.M@0 organ has been or-
dered frem the Earn Merris Plano & Or-
#nn Company. of Woodstock, Ont., al-
though an orchestra is being used at
present. Mr. Quagliottl intimated that he
might leave Victoria for an Indefinite
siay, and would turn over the manage-
meént of his loeal housea to his bhrother
Heotor, of the Colonial theater, in Van-
couver. Beating capacity of the Varisty is

678, and the house was comfortably Alled,
The following was displayed prominently
in the foyer: "Nollee toe Patrons, The
management desires to promote the com-
fort and econvenlence of its patrons in
every posaible way. Any suggestion tend-
ing to this end will be gladly recelved.”

The Columbia.

When the World man approached the
box office at 1020 p. m. thse startled
eashler almost fainted,

This house, located on Government
street, Is controlled by the National
Amusement Company, and Is under the
management of M B. Maysmith. At pres-
ént four acta of Fischer small time vau-
devillée are shown In conjunction with
moving plctures, but the future policy of
the house Is problematieal, and It la con-
sldered likely that exclusive picture pro-
grama wlill be shown hereafter. Beating
capacity ls 704, and a three-plece orchea-
tra s vsed Good business is done at 10
ceénts admission.

The Romano.

A astore show, located on Government
strest and controlled by L. J. Guagllottl,
Admission is 10 cents, and the seating ca-
pacity ia about five hundred. Universal
programs, Including Red Feathers, are
shown, :

The Majestic.

Manager C. E Balley la just giving up
this house, which will In future be con-
ducted by B. 8. Helsterman, the owner of
the property. The house (a store show)
seats 620, and has recently booked Cen-
eral Fllm service. Mr. Halley, who wan
formerly proprietor of the Rex, at Esqul-
malt, expects to leave soon for Calgary.

The Empress.

This Is another of the houses on "Quag-
Hotti Row,” and is the only S-cent the-
dter In town, with & large trade among
the Chinese and other forelgners. It wans
also Lhe only house which was obeerved
to be “standing them out”™ durlng our
visit. Universal pictures are used.

General Manager W. P. Nichola, of the
National Amusement Company, was on the
same boat with us golng to Vietoria, and
also on the return trip te Vancouver, and
we had some Interesting talks with him
réegarding conditions generally. Mr. Nich-
ols stated that late In April the National
Film Bervice would confine Its attentlon
to the Triangle releases, which start on
April 17, Seven reels por week will be
brought In until May 8 when fourteen
reals will be the weekly Importation, and
all will be shown at the Rex and Globe
theaters, with the Rex taking first run.
For some weeks large advertising space
hans been taken tn local newspapers adver-

tising this program, and these houses ex-’

pect to start off to blg business.

Manager Not Permitted to Operate,

Victorla, B. C—C, E. Balley. manager
of tha Majestic theater, appeared before
the works committee of the city council
recently to complain of the examination
provided by the by-laws for moving ple-
ture operators. He explnined that he had
taken the sxamination and had falled be-
eaums of certain technleal electrien]l ques-
tions which were agked. He claimed that
this knowledge was not needed by an op-
erator. Hia operator being »ick, the man-
ager had taken hiz place In the booth, and
Chief Davis had (ssued a summons agalnst
him. Tt was Adecided that the regulations
munst be anforced, and Mr. Balley was ad-
vised to secure a quallfied operator. How-
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ever, aa he has practically decidad to go
to Calgary, the matier will be dropped.

Confer on Operators’ License.

Vancouver, B. C.—A commities, consist-
Ing of J. O. Thomas, vice president of Van-
couver Local No. 348, L A T. & E, and E
J. Hultelmayer, buslness agent, went lo
Vietoria recently, and were Joined by a
committes from the operators’ union of
that eity In a consultation which had bean
arrangked wilh Promier Bowser relative to
a changeé In the laws governing provin-
cinl operntora’ licenses along the lines set
forth In the Moving Plcture Waorld some
weeks ago. It Ia stated that the premier
was favorably Impressed with the sugges-
tlons of the unions, and that legislation
covering the proposals will probably be
undertaken In the near future

Cliford Denham, Picture Pioneer.

Victoria, B C.—Clifford Denham, mana-
ger of the $450,000 Royal Vietoria theater
in Victoria, B. C, la one of the real pio-
neers of the moving plcture Industry in
Canada. Twelve years ago he was sent
out from England by Charles Urban's Blo-
scope Company, and spent four years tak-
ing pletures throughout Canada, both for
the Canadian Pacific Rallway and the
Dominion Qovernment. Thesa Mims were
exhibited all over the DOritish Isles, and
ware a great faetor in the colonization of
Canadlan territory. In England Mr. Den-
ham was also assoclated with the Moss &
Thernton theaters, now Known as the Moss
& BEtoll elircult.

Settling In Victorin, Mr. Danham axhib-
ited the first moving plotures In that city
in the open alr, at Gorge PFark, and later
became manager of the old Victeria thea-
ter in the palmy days of the province. On
the completion of the Roval Vietoria two
yvears ago he was placed In charge of this
house, in which road shows were played
for a time, but whera for the past year
moving pletures have been presanted, un-
der the control of the National Amusement
Company.

Mr. Denham has made many friends in
Victoria through his polley of glving bene-
fit performances In ald of local charities
He has just agreed to donate thirty per
cent. of his recelpts each Monday night to
the local Red Croas fund, and many local
artists are always at hand on these occa-
slons to asnist with thelr servicen

Western Canada Notes.

Vancouver, B C—Thlis city's first Char-
lle Chaplin contest waa held recently at
tha Columbia theater, and brought ont
elght entries, including twae Young Iadies
and a Chinaman. The amateurs appearad
saveral times during the evening and all
attendance records at tha Columbia were
broken.

Calgary, Alborta.—The Naoml Mothars'
Saclety Is planning a Child Welfare Week
here in the near future, and loeal exhib-
itors have promised to help In avery way
possible—aealther by the exhibitlon of spe-
olal filma, or by allowing short speeches
to be made In the theaters, deallng with
the movement.

Victoria, B, C.—During the three-day en-
gagement of the Vitagraph comedy “Green
Stock inga,” at the Royal Vietoria theater,
Manager Clifford Denham arranged with
a local store to display green stockings
in a prominent show window., One thea-
ter ticket sach night bors the name “(reen
Stockinge,” and the holder of the lucky
ticket was presented with an order on the
store for a palr of the amerald hose.

Edmonton, Alberta-—The first loecal
house to adopt the Baturday morning mat-
inee for children | the Monarch. Mana-
ger Max Allen will glve a special per-
formance at ten o'clock every Baturday
hereafter, and will show a wvarlety of
films eapecially suitable for children. One
of the first pletures to be shown I8 "Cin-
derella,” with Mary Plokford.



